BP 5131.1(a)

STUDENTS

BUS CONDUCT

In order to help ensure the safety and well-being of students, bus drivers, and others, the
Governing Board expects students to exhibit appropriate and orderly conduct at all times
when using school transportation, including while preparing to ride, riding, or leaving the
bus.

(cf. 0450 - Comprehensive Safety Plan)

(cf. 3516 - Emergencies and Disaster Preparedness Plan)
(cf. 3540 - Transportation)

(cf. 3541.2 - Trangportation for Students with Disabilities)
(cf. 3543 - Transportation Safety and Emergencies)

(cf. 5131 - Conduct)

The Superintendent or designee shall establish regulations related to student conduct on
buses, bus driver authority, and the suspension of riding privileges. He/she shall make
these rules available to parents/guardians, students, and other interested parties. (5 CCR
14103)

(cf. 3452 - School Bus Drivers)

Students found to be in violation of the district's bus conduct rules shall be subject to
discipline in accordance with Board policy and administrative regulation.

(cf. 5144 - Discipline)
(cf. 5144.1 - Suspension and Expulsion/Due Process)

The Superintendent or designee may deny a student the privilege of using school
transportation upon the student's continued disorderly conduct or his’her persistent
refusal to submit to the authority of the driver. (5 CCR 14103)

Bus Surveillance Systems

The Board believes that the use of surveillance systems on school buses will help to deter
misconduct and improve discipline, ensure the safety of students and bus drivers, and
prevent vandalism. Therefore, surveillance systems may be installed and used on school
buses to monitor student behavior while traveling to and from school and school
activities.

(cf. 3515 - Campus Security)



BP 5131.1(b)
STUDENTS

BUS CONDUCT (continued)

The Superintendent or designee shall notify students, parents/guardians, and staff that
surveillance may occur on any school bus and that the contents of arecording may be a
student record and, as such, may be used in student disciplinary proceedings or referred
to local law enforcement, as appropriate. In addition, a prominent notice shall be placed
in each bus stating that the bus is equipped with a surveillance monitoring system.

(cf. 5125 - Student Records)

Legal References:

EDUCATION CODE

35160 Authority of governing boards

39800 Transportation

39839 Transportation of guide dogs, signal dogs, service dogs

44808 Duty to supervise conduct of students

48900 Grounds for suspension and expulsion

48918 Expulsion procedures

49060-49079 Student records

49073-49079 Privacy of student records

GOVERNMENT CODE

6253-6270 California Public Records Act

CODE OF REGULATIONS, TITLES

14103 Authority of the driver

CODE OF REGULATIONS, TITLE 13

1200-1228 General provisions, school bus regulations

UNITED STATES CODE, TITLE 20

1232g Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act

CODE OF FEDERAL REGULATIONS, TITLE 34

99.1-99.67 Family Educational Rights and Privacy

Management Resour ces:

NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF JUSTICE PUBLICATIONS

The Appropriate and Effective Use of Security Technologiesin U.S. Schools: A Guide for Schools and Law
Enforcement Agencies, 1999

WEB STES

CSBA: http://wwww.csha.org

California Department of Education, Office of School Transportation: http://mwww.cde.ca.gov/Istn
U.S. Department of Education, Family Policy Compliance Office: http://www.ed.gov/policy/gen/guid/fpco
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STUDENTS

BUS CONDUCT

BusRider Rules

Thefollowing rules apply at all times when students are riding a school bus, including
when on school activity trips:

1.

Riders shall follow the instructions and directions of the bus driver at al times.

(cf. 3542 - School Bus Drivers)

2.

Riders should arrive at their designated bus stop five minutes prior to pick-up
time and stand in a safe place at the stop to wait quietly for the bus.

(cf. 3541 - Transportation Routes and Services)

3.

4.

Riders shall enter the bus in an orderly manner and go directly to their seats.

Riders shall sit down and fasten any passenger restraint systems. Riders shall
remain seated while the busisin motion.

Riders shall not block the aisle or emergency exit with their body or personal
belongings.

Riders should be courteous to the driver and to fellow passengers. Vulgarity, rude,
or abusive behavior is prohibited.

Any noise or behavior that could distract the driver, such as loud talking,
whistling, yelling, singing, loud laughing, scuffling or fighting, throwing objects,
or standing or changing seats, is prohibited and may |ead to suspension of riding
privileges.

(cf. 5144 - Discipline)

8.

Riders shall not use tobacco products, eat, or drink while riding the bus.

(cf. 5131.62 - Tobacco)
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STUDENTS

BUS CONDUCT (continued)

0. Riders may bring electronic devices onto the bus only if such devices are
permitted at school. If the use of cellular telephones or similar devices disrupts the
safe operation of the school bus, the bus driver may direct the student to no longer
use the device on the bus.

(cf. 5131 - Conduct)

10. Riders shall not put any part of the body out of the window nor throw any item
from the bus.

11. Riders shall help keep the bus and the area around the bus stop clean. Riders shall
not damage or deface the bus or tamper with bus equipment.

12.  Service animals are permitted on school transportation services; all other animals
are prohibited. (Education Code 39839; 13 CCR 1216)

(cf. 6163.2 - Animals at School)

13. Upon reaching their destination, riders shall remain seated until the bus comesto
a complete stop and upon the signal from the driver, unfasten any restraint
system, enter the aisle, and go directly to the exit.

14. Riders should be dert for traffic when leaving the bus and shall follow the
district's transportation safety plan when crossing the road and exiting the bus.

(cf. 3543 - Trangportation Safety and Emergencies)

The driver or any passenger shall report any violation of the district's bus rules to the
principa or designee. The principal or designee shall notify the student's parent/guardian
of the misbehavior, determine the severity of the misconduct, and take action
accordingly. In instances of a severe violation or repeated offenses, the rider may be
denied transportation for a period of time determined appropriate by the principal or
designee.

Bus drivers shall not deny transportation services except as directed by the principal or
designee.
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STUDENTS

BUS CONDUCT (continued)

Bus Surveillance Systems

The Superintendent or designee shall monitor the use and maintenance of the district's
bus surveillance system. Students are prohibited from tampering with the bus surveillance
system. Any student found tampering with the system shall be subject to discipline and
shall be responsible for the costs of any necessary repairs or replacement.

(cf. 3515.4 - Recovery for Property Loss or Damage)
(cf. 5131.5 - Vandalism, Theft and Graffiti)

Camera supports may beinstalled in all buses. Cameras may be rotated among the buses
and activated at the discretion of the Superintendent or designee.

The Law Enforcement Unit shall be responsible for al video surveillance equipment
utilized pursuant to this Board Policy and Administrative Regulation. Recorded video
images taken may be disclosed as the Law Enforcement Unit deems necessary for
purposes of safety and security. Thisincludes, but is not limited to, disclosure to the
Superintendent, other administrators, outside law enforcement authorities, students, and
parents of the students appearing in the video images.

Videotapes may be viewed by persons other than the Superintendent or designee under
the following conditions:

1 When student misconduct is revealed as a result of a school bus videotape or
reported to the Superintendent or designee by a student, staff member or
parent/guardian, students involved in the incident and their parents/guardians may
ask the Superintendent or designee for an opportunity to view the videotape.

a Requests for viewing must be made within five school days of receiving
notification that misconduct occurred.

b. A viewing shall be provided or denied within five days of the request.

C. Viewing will be limited to those frames containing the incident of
misconduct.
2. Bus drivers and school administrators may ask to view a videotape in order to

observe a specific problem and work toward its solution.



AR 5131.1(d)

STUDENTS

BUS CONDUCT (continued)

3. Viewing shall occur only a a school-related site and in the presence of the
Superintendent or designee.

4, All persons who view atape shall be identified in awritten log.

In the event a recorded video image reflects conduct which resultsin the initiation of
disciplinary action against a student, the District will treat the recorded video image asa
student record. As such, the recorded video image will be considered a student record for
purposes of privacy and access.

(cf. 5125 - Student Records)
(cf. 5125.1 - Release of Directory Information)

Regulation VISALIA UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT
approved: February 23, 1999 Visalia, California
revised:  April 14, 2009 by Board of Education



